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Coloring Outside the Lines
Andrew Calzadilla, Class of 2013

I am not a good painter. Never have been, never will. |
was the kid in the third grade that made a C in art. It
wasn’t just that | couldn’t draw or didn’t have talent.
| was even having problems with simple tasks such as
staying in the lines and realizing that green doesn’t
match with purple. It was comical how bad my art-
work was. My family had a tradition of putting up im-
portant or interesting facts on the refrigerator. In an
act of boldness, | placed one of my
“drawings” from art class on the
refrigerator. The image stayed up
for one evening but was mysteri-
ously removed. | hadn’t even made @
it up on the fridge of my own
house!

Fast forward to the summer of
2010.

| was faced with a challenge. | was
in the midst of a Medical Mission
trip to Ecuador with my medical
school. Thus far the trip had been a
great success. | was practicing my
broken Spanish with moderate suc-
cess. The food was cheap plus we
were learning a lot about the cul-
ture and the health care. We ven-
tured far from the metropolis that
is Quito into one of the most rustic
areas of the country called Santo
Domingo. It was here that | was
faced with the request of painting a mural for the stu-
dents of the Julio Jaramillo School. | hadn’t actually
drawn or painted anything since grade school, and
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even those paintings were not anything to write home
about. But, | knew that this was something that was
going to be worthwhile and memorable. Instead of
taking on this event as only a medical school student/
American Yankee project, we felt we should incorpo-
rate the students of the school. At first only a handful
of younger students were out helping us draw and
paint. By the end of the afternoon, we had about thir-
ty students outside assisting and placing their hand
prints on the wall. It gave the painting a unique
wholeness that would not have been there had we, the
medical students painted alone. Everyone served a
purpose. Some people mixed paint well, some drew
well from pictures. Some students only provided
height and the ability to paint the highest point on the
wall. But we all worked together, even with a lan-
guage barrier, to make a wonderful painting that
should last for years and years. | had to overcome my
personal battles with art class and realized why we
took those classes as students. It’s not the quality of
the art that is important. What’s important are the
emotions the art evokes in the viewer. And the smiles
on the children’s faces were enough to tell me that |
had finally earned my A in art class. Well maybe an A
minus, but who’s counting?
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Understanding

Eric Heppner
Class of 2014

Sweet Sophia, Wisdom's daughter,
sometimes stays with me.

And | can stand, a man complete,
in her pleasant company.

Yet, she is as capricious

as the water in the sea

And wont to let me wander

In Lethe's agony.
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Making a Difference

HEAL asked the faculty at the FSUCOM to give their
thoughts on making a difference. An overwhelming
number of responses were received as evidence of the
passion our faculty have for making a difference. A
few of the responses are highlighted here, the book
will contain those that space constraints did not allow.
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To Submit to HEAL email:
Katie Love: kml10e@med.fsu.edu
Eva Bellon: ejbO4d@med.fsu.edu
Dr. Jose Rodriquez: jo-
se.rodriquez@med.fsu.edu
Thank you and we look forward to your

excellent submissions.




