
Spending my practice life in Sarasota has allowed me to see the powerful 

influence some people have had on our community. Sometimes the influence 

a person has is not immediately obvious. One of our current third-year 

medical students, Jesse O’Shea, has had a manuscript accepted by the 

academic journal Clinical Geriatrics. For a student to have a manuscript 

accepted by such a high-quality scientific journal is a significant achievement. 

It is also a statement about the quality of our students …but, of course, as 

you may have guessed there is more to this story. Jesse did his academic 

work last summer as a Geriatric Research Scholar, but Jesse was not just any research scholar. He 

was a Dr. Charles Mathews Geriatric Research Scholar.  

For those of you who did not know Dr. Mathews, he was the founder of the Pulmonary Associates group in Sarasota in 1972. Dr. 

Bruce Fleegler was the second physician member and I was the third member. Charles had many accomplishments during his time 

leading Pulmonary Associates, including service as the chief of staff at both Sarasota Memorial Hospital and Doctors Hospital. In 

1984 he left practice to become the first vice president of medical staff affairs at Sarasota Memorial. In 1989 he departed Sarasota 

to become the chief medical officer for the Florida Department of Corrections. He continued serving in that difficult role for nine 

years. He remained in Tallahassee after he left the Department of Corrections to continue working with various health services to 

improve access for the indigent and underserved.  

During Dr. Mathews’ time in Tallahassee he became a great friend of the FSU College of 

Medicine, where he donated his personal conference binder of the 1966 Presidential 

Meeting on Medicare Implementation. He also set up a College of Medicine foundation fund 

to help students interested in geriatric research. And that, of course, is where Jesse 

O’Shea comes in. Jesse received a grant from the Charles Mathews fund that allowed him 

to do his academic work in geriatrics. Jesse is now in Sarasota, where he will continue to 

learn medicine and be influenced by physicians of the pulmonary and critical care practice 

that Dr. Mathews founded many years ago.  There is clearly something timely and timeless 

about this series of events. Dr. Mathews’ generosity continues to be returned to our 

community through a student who received his economic help. Jesse will grow into an 

excellent physician with Dr. Mathews as one of his role models. Dr. Mathews also leaves behind a large pulmonary and critical-care 

group that continues to provide extraordinary teaching to our students. There is definitely something full circle about all this. 

 
BRUCE BERG, M.D., MBA 

 

'Creating a legacy for 

future generations' 

Alma Littles, M.D., senior associate dean for medical 

education and academic affairs, has been named one of the 

nation's Top 15 Most Influential African American Medical 

Educators. 

To read more, go to www.med.fsu.edu and search for 

“Creating a legacy.” (If you received this newsletter 

electronically, you may click here for the article.) 

(L-R) CHARLES MATHEWS, M.D., AND 
JESSE O’SHEA 

http://med.fsu.edu/?fuseaction=spotlight.viewArticle&usemenu=home&article=1724


Sarasota Memorial Health Care System honored pulmonologist and critical-care 

specialist Bruce Fleegler, M.D., with the 2013 Lifetime Achievement Award and 

OB/GYN specialist Kyle Garner, M.D., as 2013 Physician of the Year Award. Both 

physicians were selected by a committee of physician leaders and honored at 

Sarasota Memorial's annual medical staff meeting. Fleegler joined Sarasota Lung 

Associates and Sarasota Memorial in 1976; he has served as the hospital's chief of 

staff, 1997-1998, and chief medical officer, 2003-2005. Garner joined Sarasota 

Memorial in 2006 and was appointed chair of the OB/GYN department in 2012.  

KYLE GARNER, M.D. 

Congratulations to Dr. Russell Samson! Dr. Samson is the first non-clerkship director faculty member to receive a 

promotion to full clinical professor. 

Fawn G. Harrison, M.D., received the college’s 2013 Distinguished Service in Advancing the Mission Award for the 

Sarasota Campus. A pediatrician at DeSoto Memorial Hospital, Dr. Harrison was the first student to stay at the Sarasota 

Campus when the upstairs rooms were for students. She was from the Pensacola Campus. 

Four physicians shared the College’s 2013 Outstanding Community Faculty Educator Award for the Sarasota Campus. 

They are Alfred Giangreco, M.D., Catherine Giangreco, M.D., Joseph Scarano, M.D., and Adilia Taylor, M.D. 

(L-R) DRS. BRUCE BERG, FAWN HARRISON AND DEAN JOHN 

FOGARTY 

(L-R) DRS. BRUCE BERG, CATHERINE GIANGRECO, ALFRED 

GIANGRECO, ADILLIA TAYLOR AND DEAN JOHN FOGARTY 

Steven R. Newman, 

M.D., named the 

Raymond H. Alexander 

2013 Emergency 

Medical Services 

Medical Director of the 

Year by the Florida 

Department of Health.  

STEVEN NEWMAN, M.D. 

Congratulations to Nicole Bentze, D.O., for 

being named a Fellow of the American 

Academy of Family Physicians. 

Congratulations, Nicole! 
NICOLE BENTZE, D.O. 

BRUCE FLEEGLER, M.D. 



Eliot Blau (’14), James Pilkington (‘14), Maria (Paula) Domino (’15) 

– Abstract submission to American Urology Association (AUA); 

“Robotic-Assisted Sacrocolpopexy with Uterus Preservation 

RASCP-UP: Outcomes and Surgical Technique at 18 Months 

Follow-up.” Robert Carey, Elliot Blau, James Pilkington, Maria 

Domino; American Urology Association, 2013. 

Jillian Grayson (’14) – “Episodic Aphasia After Subdural 
Hemorrhage Due to Cortical Spreading Depression: A Case 
Report” has been accepted for a poster presentation at the 
American Academy of Neurology 66thAnnual Meeting, April 26 to 
May 3, 2014 at the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia.  

Paula Domino (’15) – Recently attended the annual meeting of the Society of Women in Urology (SWIU) 

in Scottsdale, Ariz. The SWIU is an association composed of more than 800 members including female 

urologists as well as female urology residents, fellows, post-residency and pre-board-certified women. 

She was invited to be a member and granted a membership in the society even though she is currently a 

medical student. 

– Invited in September 2013 to be a member of Sarasota Memorial Hospital Bioethics Committee. This 

committee meets monthly and comprises of medical doctors, Ph.D.’s, other health care providers, clergy 

and community members who provide educational support and information on bioethical issues, as well 

as providing advice in a consultative capacity to those making bioethical decisions.  

– Serving as a team leader for the March of Dimes. March of Dimes, "March for Babies", fundraising event 

is being held on April 26, 2014 at JD Hamel Park, Sarasota. The March for Babies event was suggested by Gwen 

MacKenzie, CEO Sarasota Memorial Hospital and March for Babies Chair. 

PAULA DOMINO 

Third-year medical student, Jesse O’Shea, was recently awarded a Rotary International Global Grant 

Scholarship, which replaced their well-known Ambassadorial scholarship program (intended to provide 

goodwill ambassadors to the host country of study). Global grants must relate to one or more of the six areas 

of Rotary focus, have a long-term impact and must be for a graduate level program, and must be sustainable 

and measurable (how will the scholar's studies support one or more of the areas of focus?) O’Shea’s chosen 

area of focus is disease prevention and treatment. Selection criteria for this award include: Excellent 

leadership skills and potential,  Proven record of success in his/her academic field or vocation, Personal 

commitment to community service, Well-defined and realistic goals, Concrete ideas as to how he/she will 

make advances within his/her chosen career field,  Sincerity about maintaining a lifelong relationship with 

Rotary after the scholarship period. The process requires several rounds of approval (including interviews), 

first at the local Rotary club, next at the District level, followed by the International level, and finally, acceptance into the 

university of study. The funding amount will likely near $50,000. 

O’Shea’s intended year-long course is an MSc in Health Policy, Planning and Financing—a joint degree run by two world 

renowned institutions—the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM)  and the London School of Economics 

(LSE) and will begin in September 2014, ending in September 2015. The mission of LSHTM is to contribute to the improvement 

of health worldwide through the pursuit of excellence in research, postgraduate teaching, advanced training and consultancy in 

international public health and tropical medicine. The London School of Economics & Political Science (LSE) is a world class 

center for its concentration of teaching and research across the full range of the social, political and economic sciences.  

O’Shea said, “The program will be an opportunity to merge my backgrounds in health care and social sciences and to look 

around the world and figure out why and how people have employed resources to solve some of humanity’s greatest health 

problems. There is no better place to figure this out; their MSc in Health Policy, Planning and Financing is unmatched. The 

(Continued on page 7) 

JESSE O’SHEA 

JILL GRAYSON ELLIOT BLAU JAMES PILKINGTON 



EMERGENCY MEDICINE 

THE UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

BUFFALO, NY 

JOSE M. 
BARQUIN, JR 

GENERAL SURGERY 

TRIPLER ARMY MEDICAL 
CENTER 

HONOLULU, HI 

GERALD E. 
BIENIEK 

SURGERY 

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

GAINESVILLE, FL 

ELLIOT K. 
BLAU 

GENERAL SURGERY 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
MEDICAL SCHOOL – 

HOUSTON 

HOUSTON, TX 

BRIAN J. 
BLUMENAUER 

KEVIN P. 
CARNEVALE, JR 

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 

LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL CENTER 

LOMA LINDA, CA 

LAUREN B. 
CARTER 

PEDIATRICS

WAKE FOREST BAPTIST 
MEDICAL CENTER 

WINSTON-SALEM, NC 

CHARLES F. 
CLARK 

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH 
FLORIDA MORSANI COLLEGE 

OF MEDICINE 

TAMPA, FL 

JILLIANNE  
GRAYSON 

NEUROLOGY 

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE – 

UF HEALTH 

GAINESVILLE, FL 

LORENZO O. 
HERNANDEZ 

FAMILY MEDICINE 

MAYO SCHOOL OF GRADUATE 
MEDICAL EDUCATION 

JACKSONVILLE, FL 

IBRAHIM 
ISA 

EMERGENCY MEDICINE 

MEDICAL UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON, SC 

CHLOE L. 
JENKINS 

ANESTHESIOLOGY 

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA AT 
BIRMINGHAM 

BIRMINGHAM, AL 

SAMSAD  
MANSOOR 

INTERNAL MEDICINE 

ST. VINCENT HOSPITAL 
CENTER 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

MEGAN M. 
MCDOWELL 

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH 
FLORIDA MORSANI COLLEGE 

OF MEDICINE 

TAMPA, FL 

COURTNEY M. 
PARADISE 

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 

ORLANDO HEALTH 

ORLANDO, FL 

HUY  
PHAM 

GENERAL SURGERY 

MEMORIAL HEALTH 
UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 

SAVANNAH, GA 

JAMES E. 
PILKINGTON 

UROLOGY 

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER 

SHREVEPORT, LA 

COLIN W. 
SWIGLER 

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

MEMPHIS, TN 

KIM T. 
TRUONG 

SURGERY

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

DENVER, CO 

RYAN A. 
WILLIAMSON 

NEUROLOGY 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL CENTER 

WASHINGTON, DC 



ATTORNEY CAROL ANN KALISH, MEMBER, HEALTH LAW 

GROUP, WILLIAMS, PARKER, HARRISON, DIETZ & GETZEN  

DONALD S. STUART, CPA, CTFA, SENIOR VICE 

PRESIDENT, M&I WEALTH MANAGEMENT TRUST SERVICES 

LAUREL OAK COUNTRY CLUB, ALL FACULTY CELEBRATION, SEPTEMBER 7, 2013 

FIRST TIME AT THIS VENUE. EXCELLENT LOCATION …EXCEPT FOR THE DOWNPOUR. 

 

BMO Private Bank and the law firm of Williams, Parker, Harrison, 

Dietz, & Getzen, for their generosity and support in our continuing 

efforts to “Produce Compassionate Physicians for the 21st Century” by 

sponsoring this year’s Faculty Appreciation Reception.  





We are proud to announce our success in training and attracting physicians to Florida. The following list includes all College of 

Medicine alumni who spent Years 3 and 4 at the Sarasota Campus and are now practicing in Florida. Some have gone into rural 

settings (indicated in red,) which fulfills our mission to the fullest. ** denotes that they are faculty members for the FSU College 

of Medicine. 

Jorge Barrero, M.D. (’07) – Fort Lauderdale – Internal Medicine 

John Beach, M.D. (‘07) – Fort Lauderdale – Emergency Medicine 

Robert Crescentini, M.D. (’07) – Plant City – Oncology 

Charles Hotte, M.D. (’07) – Fort Lauderdale – Gastroenterology 

Kristen Shepherd, M.D. (’07) – Sarasota – OB-GYN** 

Beau Toskich, M.D. (’07) – Gainesville – Radiology 

Ashley Cauthen, M.D. (’08) – Ocala – Dermatology 

Paola Dees, M.D. (‘08) – St. Petersburg – Pediatrics 

Ashley Fox, M.D. (‘08) – Fort Lauderdale – Emergency Medicine 

Taalibah Ahmed, M.D. (‘09) – Cutler Bay – OB-GYN 

Alisa Holland, M.D. (‘09) – Tampa – Internal Medicine 

Chelsea Tehan, M.D. (’09) – Bradenton – Pediatrics 

Elizabeth Brooks Dickens, M.D. (’10) – Quincy – Family Medicine 

Bernice Hippolyte, M.D. (‘10) – St. Petersburg – Family Medicine 

 

Luke McKenna (’15) and his wife, 
Danielle, on the birth of their daughter, 

Emaline (above).  

She was born Oct. 19 at 9:28 p.m. She 
weighed 8 pounds, 4 ounces and was 
21.5 inches long.  

program will empower me with knowledge on a diverse range of global and national health policies—giving me a 

multidisciplinary approach to global public health and to develop successful, professional practices to be applied in Haiti and 

throughout the world. Furthermore, the cultural exchange embedded in the program while also being in an international city will 

enhance my global citizenry and my holistic view on health care. This line of work serves Rotary’s mission to further world 

understanding of peace and good health, and addresses the humanitarian needs of the world community. Courses such as 

Health Systems and Policies in Developing Countries, Designing Disease Control Programmes in Developing Countries, 

Epidemiology and Control of Communicable Disease are examples of courses taught that will better enable me to work towards 

my life’s mission of improving health worldwide and alleviating suffering.“  

In the future, O’Shea sees himself “working towards solving the most persistent problems in the health care field—creating 

innovative solutions to some of the world’s health inequities... as a policy maker, but also as a physician, helping those who 

most need it.” 

Additionally, O’Shea has had a manuscript addressing Medicare acceptance by primary physicians accepted for publication in 

Clinical Geriatrics. He did this work last summer as a Charles R. Mathews Geriatric Research Scholar.  

O’Shea J, Brummel-Smith, K, Baker, S, Edgerton, L. Milestone or Millstone. Medicare Access in Midsize Metros. Accepted 

(2014). Clinical Geriatrics  

O’Shea, J. Innate Curiosity. Academic Medicine. Accepted (2013).  

O'Shea J, Niekus MR. Potential Social, Economic, and Health Impacts of Dengue on Florida. Adv Trop Med Pub Health Int. 

2013; 3(2): 32-64. 

FSUCOM Journal, Humanism Evolving through Arts and Literature:  

O’Shea, J. Healing Hands. (in press). Symphony in Peril (in press). The Winer. (in press). On Life. (in press).  

(Continued from page 3) 



In 2013 the Sarasota Campus Annual Fund donors gave $34,186. In 

addition, an anonymous donor sponsored two $5,000 scholarships for 

deserving fourth-year students. Through the generosity of our faculty, 

clerkship directors, board members and community donors, we were able 

to award $20,000 in scholarships to deserving graduating students to 

offset the costs of their education.  

Many thanks to Dr. Kathleen Kennedy, internal medicine clerkship 

director, for her recent pledge to the President’s Club, which is a 

commitment of $10,000 or more over five years. She joins other clerkship 

directors, Dr. Jon Yenari, Dr. John Kieffer and Dr. Nicole Bentze, in their 

pledges. Other faculty members to be recognized for donating through 

rotation donation payments are Dr. Brett Williams and the practice of 

Schofield, Hand and Bright. These recurring donations have helped to 

strengthen our position in medical education in our community. Thank you 

all for your generosity and for nurturing a culture of philanthropy at the 

FSU College of Medicine’s Sarasota Campus.  

Online, please visit: 

Or please send a check payable to: 

and mail to:  

Do you have any news you’d like to share? Have you been published lately? Spoken at a conference, 

taken a trip to visit long-lost relatives? Whatever it may be, we want to hear about it! 

Jot down your news and send it to us! You can either drop it in the mail or email us at the address below: 

 FSU COLLEGE OF MEDICINE ~ SARASOTA CAMPUS, 201 COCOANUT AVE., SARASOTA, FL  34236 
DARLENE.SPARKS@MED.FSU.EDU 

Bruce H. Berg, M.D., MBA, Assistant Dean (Chair) 

Sarasota Regional Campus Dean 

FSU College of Medicine 
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Williams Parker Harrison Dietz & Getzen 

 

Adam Bright, M.D. 

Schofield, Hand and Bright Orthopedics, PLLC 

 

Heidi Godman 

 

Mollie Hill 

Director of Community Clinical Relations 

FSU College of Medicine 

 

Gwen MacKenzie  

President & CEO 

Sarasota Memorial Health Care System 

 

Robert C. Meade 

CEO 

Doctors Hospital of Sarasota 

 

James B. Tollerton, CLU, ChFC 

President/Owner 

Professional Benefits, Inc. 

 

Peter Wozniak 

CEO 

Venice Regional Medical Center 

 

Alma Littles, M.D. 

Senior Associate Dean for Academic Affairs    

FSU College of Medicine 

 

Drayton Saunders, President 
Michael Saunders & Company 

 

http://www.foundation.fsu.edu/community/give2med

