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Geriatricized Required Clerkships
(Undergraduate Medical Education, Six Required Clerkships:  Geriatricized Required Clerkships)

Throughout the M3 and M4 years of training the geriatric care principles established in the M1, M2 years will be modeled in a variety of patient care settings and across multiple disciplines of medicine. Our centralized curriculum with a distributed campus model committed to comparable learning experiences across the state allows us to plan, implement and deliver a standardized curriculum despite large numbers of faculty participating across a widespread geographic area. Our centrally located education directors together with their site specific clerkship directors for our required clinical rotations have agreed to champion those geriatric care principles and geriatric syndromes that have special relevance to their field. For example, the Obstetrics and Gynecology clerkship has commitment to the principle of social setting review and intervention with a desire to expand awareness of this area as it relates to domestic violence. They also have commitment to the syndrome of urinary incontinence and embrace a primary care perspective of evaluation and management with surgery as a complement to this routine approach. The Pediatric clerkship has commitment to functional assessment and intervention and serves as a model of the concept of anticipatory planning for expected changes in ability and the concept of physical and psychological abilities unequally developed. Pediatricians have commitment to the syndromes of nutritional compromise and dementia. The latter is a reflection of the growing demographic of grandparents caring for grandchildren and the ever present need to present a child’s care plan to a reliable source for implementation.

	
	Required Clerkship

	
	Family Medicine 
	Internal Medicine
	Obstetrics/ Gynecology
	Pediatrics
	Psychiatry
	Surgery

	Principles:

	Communication skills
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Functional assessment
	
	X 
	
	X
	
	X

	Social setting
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X 

	Therapeutic review
	X 
	X
	X
	
	X 
	

	Syndromes:

	Delirium
	
	X 
	
	
	X
	X

	Dementia
	X 
	
	
	X
	X
	

	Depression
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	Falls
	
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Nutritional compromise
	X
	
	
	X
	
	

	Polypharmacy 
	
	X
	
	
	X
	

	Urinary incontinence 
	X 
	
	X
	
	
	


By the end of third year, each student will have had all four of the geriatric principles and seven different geriatric syndromes modeled through “real” patient care encounters and assessed through incorporation into the end of third year graduation OSCE. Each of our clinical rotations incorporates the Clinical Data Collection System to monitor number and types of clinical exposures. The database was adjusted to allow for surveillance of applied geriatric principles and geriatric syndrome management. 
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