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November 2019 Newsletter 
 

FSU Biomed 
Florida State University College of Medicine 
www.med.fsu.edu/BioSci 

 

 

Student  News 
  
 

On Oct. 14th, Nicole Newell of the Arbeitman Lab 
successfully defended her dissertation on how 
neurons make the right connections: the role of Dprs 
and DIPs in sexually dimorphic behaviors 

 

 

Caroline Strong, a senior graduate student in the 
Kabbaj Lab, published a manuscript in eNeuro titled: 
“Sex and individual differences in alcohol intake are 
associated with differences in ketamine self-
administration behaviors and nucleus accumbens 
dendritic spine density”. 
 

 
Jordan Logue, Devin Hagarty, Kristin 
Schoepfer, and Caroline Strong, all of the 
Kabbaj Lab presented posters at the 49th 
Annual Society for Neuroscience meeting in 
Chicago. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

November 1 
Seminar Series: Yiming Zheng 

November 2 
Home Football Game 

November 4-5 
Bake Sale for Skylar 

November 6 
Seminar Series: Scott Wilson 

November 13 
Seminar Series: David Williams 

November 20 
Seminar Series: Yuna Son 

November 27-29 
University Closed/Holiday 

Reminder: If you travel, 
your travel request MUST be 
fully approved (not just 
submitted) BEFORE your trip 
starts. This means you need to 
plan ahead! In most cases, 
you should submit your travel 
request AT LEAST 2 weeks 
(preferably longer) before the 
start of your trip. 

http://www.med.fsu.edu/BioSci
https://www.facebook.com/FSUBMS/?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/FSUBiomed
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Bake sale for Skylar Meckes 
  

Monday, Nov. 4-Tuesday, Nov. 5 | Noon-1 p.m.  
College of Medicine Atrium 

 

A bake sale will be held in the atrium at noon both Monday and Tuesday of next week 
(11/4 – 11/5) to raise money for Skylar Meckes, the daughter of Assistant Professor David 
Meckes. Skylar has been diagnosed with a tumor in her brainstem and all funds raised 
will benefit the Meckes family. You can also visit Skylar's GoFundMe page at the link 
below. 

 

  https://www.gofundme.com/f/skylar-meckes 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/skylar-meckes
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Faculty News 
 

 

Dr. Mohamed Kabbaj was the key note speaker for the annual meeting of the 
Brazilian Society of Neuroscience and Behavior (Oct 1-4, 2019) at Campos de 
Jordao, Brazil. Dr. Kabbaj gave a seminar on Sex differences in ketamine’s 
antidepressant effects.   His seminar was attended by close to 1000 scientists. 
At the same event, Dr. Kabbaj also participated in a symposium session on 
novel antidepressant drugs and delivered a seminar on the safety of ketamine 
for the treatment of depression. 

Additionally, Dr. Kabbaj accepted the opportunity to be handling editor for 
Scientific Reports, which is an online open access, scientific journal published 
by Nature. 

Dr. Florian Duclot with the Kabbaj Lab presented a poster at the 49th Annual 
Society for Neuroscience Meeting. Additionally, Dr. Hussam Jourdi, a previous 
postdoc with the Kabbaj Lab gave a talk regarding work previously done 
while in the lab. 

 

 

Dr. Stephen Beesley was invited to speak at the University of Munich on Oct. 
25th, as well as Kings College London on Oct. 29th, to discuss the recent work 
of the Kumar Lab regarding the NMDA receptor GluN3a subunit and its 
relation to temporal lobe epilepsy. The abstract is below. 

Temporal Lobe Epilepsy (TLE) is the most common form epilepsy and is 
often intractable to antiepileptic medication.  A hallmark of TLE is the 
characteristic loss of layer 3 neurons in the medial entorhinal area (MEA) 
that underlies seizure development.  We sought to build upon previously 
generated electrophysiological data, which suggested that GluN3A-
containing triheteromeric NMDA receptors are highly permeable to Ca2+ 
ions and prevalent in layer 3 of the MEA, potentially underlying cell 

loss.  Further work suggested that GluN3A-containing NMDA receptors could be antagonized 
by the amino acid, D-serine.  Therefore, we tested the hypothesis that D-serine could prevent 
cell loss in the MEA of the epileptic rat.  Here, I talk about the new and exciting data that we 
have generated from our recent studies and show that d-serine could be of potential 
therapeutic use in preventing neuronal loss in TLE.    
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Publications 
 

 

Drs. Gregg Stanwood and Devon Graham, along with Drs. Samantha Goldfarb and Heather 
Flynn recently published a review for SAGE journals titled “Developmental opioid exposures: 
Neurobiological underpinnings, behavioral impacts, and policy implications”. The abstract is 
below. 

The devastating impact of opioid abuse and dependence on the individual, family, and 
society are well known but extremely difficult to combat. During pregnancy, opioid drugs and 
withdrawal also affect fetal brain development and newborn neural functions, in addition to 
maternal effects. Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome/Neonatal Opioid Withdrawal Syndrome 
(NAS/NOWS) rates have drastically increased in the US in the past decade. Solutions to this 
complex problem must be multi-faceted, which would be greatly enhanced by a translational, 
multidisciplinary understanding. Therefore, this mini-review incorporates biomedical, clinical, 
and policy aspects of opioid use during pregnancy. We review the known roles for 
endogenous opioids in mediating circuit formation and function in the developing brain, 
discuss how exogenous opioid drug use and addiction impact these processes in animal 
models and humans, and discuss the implications of these data on public policy. We suggest 
that some current policy initiatives produce unintended harm on both mothers and their 
children and delineate recommendations for how legislation could better contribute to 
addiction recovery and increase neural resilience in affected children. 
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Special Events 
 

 

 

As part of the UF-FSU Clinical and Translational Science Award, the FSU Community-Engagement and Rural Health Core 
team is hosting the "Our Community Our Health" discussion on Wednesday, November 6 from 5:30-7 p.m. at the FSU 
Research Foundation Building A, Room 120. It will be available via livestream as well. 

The first portion of the meeting will be a catalytic conversation with local community folks sharing experiences and 
stimulating change and leadership toward health equity. 

This forum is for everyone. 

After the initial local meeting for 30 minutes, they will begin a national webinar at 6 p.m. with guest moderator and 
anchor panelist, Dr. Camara Jones, past-president of the American Public Health Association and Senior Fellow at the 
Satcher Health Leadership Institute, Morehouse School of Medicine. Dr. Jones is currently a fellow at the Radcliffe 
Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University. See the names of the entire panel below. 

This hour-long panel discussion will include examples of community-academic partnerships and a Q&A session about 
how we can continue to take action to improve maternal and child health equity. 

Space is limited so please RSVP to Lisa.Gardner@med.fsu.edu by November 1. 
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Save the Date 
 

 

Wednesday, December 4th     Seminar Series: Lucia Notterpek 

 

Wednesday, December 11th     Seminar Series: Samantha Pavlock 

 

Wednesday, December 18th    Seminar Series: Ling Qi 

 

Tuesday, December 10th      COM Annual Holiday Celebration 

 

Monday, December 23rd –  
Wednesday, January 1st      University Closed/ Winter Break 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have news you wish to share in the next Biomed Newsletter? If so, please send it to Ryan 
Teston at: ryan.teston@med.fsu.edu  

mailto:ryan.teston@med.fsu.edu
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