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EDITORIAL
BOARD

“He’s nothing but a little rich kid
who has never had to work in his

life.”
TONY STEWART, on fellow NASCAR driver Joey Logano

Zing!
READERS’ OPINIONS
STATED SUCCINCTLY

» The Tallahassee Procrastinator’s
Club held its 2012 Awards Banquet
this week. The Outstanding Procras-
tinators Trophy went to the local
politicians who have not yet gotten
around to removing all their signs
from the last election.

» Poly want some pork?

»March Madness: Messing up TV for
normal people.

» Florida, Florida Gulf Coast and Mi-
ami all in the NCAA Sweet Sixteen,
two with recent new coaches. Flori-
da State gaining experience watch-
ing on TV.

»Who has more resources, FSU or
Florida Gulf Coast? And who’s in
the Sweet Sixteen?

» Lookin’ good, Lady ’Noles! Leave it
all on the court next matchup.

» Coach Sue’s next game plan: De-
fense: Stop the feed to Goliath (you
know who). Offense: Make every
stone count — on the scoreboard.
You’ve got game, girls!

» For once, we can say the GOP-led
House did something constructive.

» It’s nice that House members joined
with Habitat for Humanity to help
build a home. After they ditch FRS,
a lot of retired state workers will be
on the list for a Habitat home. May-
be then they will help them.

» I saw Seth Miller throw a strike
from center field. Now that’s a ball-
player!

» If age brings wisdom, why is my
63-year-old brother still an idiot?

You ought to see what he Zing!s about you. Email zing@talla-
hassee.com or write P.O. Box 990, Tallahassee, FL 32302. And be
sure to check out the Zing! blog at Tallahassee.com or on
Twitter at @zinginbox.

There was some serious
dancing going on this past
weekend at the Civic Cen-

ter.
Florida State University’s an-

nual dance marathon lasted for
40 hours over three days, and
when the music finally stopped
on Sunday, the more than 1,800
students participating had raised
$701,493.16.

Wow!
The marathon in support of

Children’s Miracle Network hos-
pitals — specifically, Shands
Hospital for Children in Gaines-
vile and the FSU College of Medi-
cine’s pediatric outreach pro-
gram—was the largest, by stu-
dent participation, ever in the
Southeast. The 20-percent gain
over last year’s total ($585,000)

was the largest ever by a pro-
gram the size of FSU’s. And hav-
ing raised more than $4.5 million
in the 18 years it has been hold-
ing the dance marathon, FSU
now ranks No. 5 nationally
among the 200 collegiate pro-
grams in the Children’s Miracle
Network.

The marathon splits students
into two 20-hour groups, and the
idea is to keep dancing— or at
least standing— for the entire 20
hours. There’s plenty to keep
students energized, with live
bands and DJs, fraternity boys
dressed as women, a tacky prom
dress fashion show and, on a
more serious note, moving testi-
monials from families who have
benefited from the money the
marathon raises. To see a photo

gallery of the dance marathon,
go to: www.tallahassee.com/
dance2013.

Sometimes, longtime Tallahas-
see residents have been known to
get a bit exasperated by the pres-
ence of tens of thousands of stu-
dents, who can display a knack
for terrible driving and loud par-
ties.

But an event such as the dance
marathon reminds us that stu-
dents are an integral and essen-
tial part of our community. And
that they care deeply about
things that touch our community,
enough to work year-round on an
amazing charity event.

Congratulations to the orga-
nizers and to all who kept danc-
ing. We’re certain that even big-
ger things await next year.

Dedication
FSU dance marathon raises $701,493
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Seek support for
Community Cats bill

Please ask your state senators
and representatives to support SB
1320 and HB1121 (Community Cats)
in order to prevent thousands of
unwanted kittens/cats. Communities
that support trap-neuter-vaccinate-
return programs (TNR) reduce the
number of kittens born every year,
reduce the number of cats euthan-
ized in the animal shelters and re-
duce the number you see dead on the
streets or roaming parking lots of
businesses. Any population reduc-
tion through TNR is more humane
than doing nothing and having the
population increase exponentially.

Audubon Florida director of wild-
life conservation Julie Wraithmell
has stated that the way to deal with
free-roaming cats is to trap and kill
them. Recently, Audubonmagazine
national editor-at-large — since re-
moved from the magazine’s mast-
head— also promoted killing cats in
an irresponsible manner.

Help stop Audubon's campaign to
kill cats — ask your senator and
representative to support SB 1320
and HB1121.

KATHYMEARS

Let’s work together
on issue of feral cats

Re: “Furry challenges” (news
article, March 21).

So while animal advocates appar-
ently look for a 960-acre space to
create a walled and roofed cat com-
pound to fence in the estimated
24,000 free-roaming cats, the county
officials will look into spending hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to wall
off all of Leon County.

After, all we need to seal the bor-
ders, and once that’s complete we’ll
need a countywide effort to catch
the 24,000 cats and transport them,
after spay/neuter, to the cat com-
pound. We’ll also need checkpoints
at the entrances to the county to
disallow any additional cats from
entering, as they could easily get
loose and reproduce, causing the
whole plan to fall apart.

Doing what is being done now
(the animal shelter trapping and
killing less than 1 percent of the
free-roaming population annually) is
not helpful for the cats or for the
wildlife in Leon County. The removal
of a cat from a space will cause more
cats to invade that space, to compete
for the available resources; trapping
and killing doesn't decrease the pop-

ulation.
Trap, neuter, return ensures that

the cats that are out and roaming are
vaccinated and unable to reproduce.
Eventually, this method will de-
crease the number of free-roaming
cats in our community (and reduce
disease, since only vaccinated cats
would be returned). The problem is
not the cats, it’s the owners, and
right now every organization needs
to work together toward a solution
that is humane for both the cats and
the wildlife. Let’s not be adversaries
but leaders in finding a solution.

WILLIAM BURROWS
wburrows@ymail.com

Peeved writer comes up
with his top 10

I’ll be glad when these are gone:
1) reality TV, 2) blue nail polish, 3)
blaming teachers, 4) tattoos, 5) pit
bulls, 6) obese pro golfers, 7) tax
loopholes, 8) colonoscopies, 9) Fox
andMSNBC, 10) The Star-Spangled
Banner.

What 10 things will you not miss
when they are finally gone?

WILLIAMMURDICK
Wmmurdick@comcast.net

ANDYMARLETTE/PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL

Athletes have long been
among the most promi-
nent agents for social

change. We are proud of our
role on the
front lines of
civil rights. We
have stood up
for issues that
are bigger than
the game we
play, and
though the
topics debated
may change
over the years,
the principle is
the same: We
fundamentally
believe that all people deserve
equal rights.

That is why, as president of
the NFL Players Association,
I’m standing with the majority
of Americans who support the
freedom to marry.

This simple endorsement of
equality might surprise some
people. After all, recent head-
lines around the NFL have
focused on a preoccupation
with draft eligible players’
sexual orientation. And, of
course, we have yet to count an
openly gay player among our
teammates.

Nonetheless, many NFL
players see what everyone else
in this country sees — the
growing support for marriage
equality. We believe that deny-
ing people basic rights and
protections simply because of
who they are and whom they
love is wrong. It’s an unconsti-
tutional breach of our right to
equal protection under the law.

To play football, you have to
be physically and mentally
tough, and it makes no differ-
ence if you’re straight or gay.
Doing 50 sets of squats, play-

ing through pain or being that
last man standing after a gru-
eling two-a-day workout is
considered “tough” in football.
That’s one definition of a tough
guy, and it has come to define
our league.

But there’s another stan-
dard we believe in, and that’s
standing up for anyone— in
the game or not —who has
been ridiculed, ostracized or
rejected. We won’t stand for
that behavior in our locker
rooms, on the playing field or
in life. That’s why we hope
that, when the first openly gay
NFL player steps forward, he
will find not a wall of opposi-
tion, but a strong and caring
defensive line.

Wemight not be there yet,
but professional sports are
making progress. Consider the
huge support professional
soccer player Robbie Rogers

received following his recent
announcement regarding his
sexuality. And today, no athlete
or coach can make a homo-
phobic remark without getting
properly slammed by sports
writers, league officials and
players alike.

Linebacker Terrell Suggs
has said that the Super Bowl
champion Baltimore Ravens
accept people for who they are
and don’t care about a player’s
sexual orientation.

Recently, two NFL players,
the Minnesota Vikings’ Chris
Kluwe and three-time Pro
Bowler Brendon Ayanbadejo
of the Ravens, filed an amicus
brief with the Supreme Court
supporting the freedom to
marry. I applaud their action
— and all the other players
who have announced their
support, including the exec-
utive director of the NFLPA,

DeMaurice Smith.
But as important and help-

ful it is to have Brendon, Chris
and many other athletes step
forward, we know a favorable
ruling by our nation’s highest
court would move this con-
versation light years ahead and
demonstrate that equality in
this country means just that —
equality for everyone.

It would be in the best in-
terest of all Americans for the
Supreme Court to strike down
discriminatory legislation that
denies gay and lesbian couples
the right to marry. Its decision
won’t change the face of this
country -— that’s already hap-
pening— but it will reaffirm
America’s commitment to
equality.

Domonique Foxworth is a former NFL player
and president of the NFL Players Associa-
tion.

NFL union weighs in on same-sex marriage

Domonique
Foxworth
USA Today


