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DanceMarathon at Flori-
da State University set a
new standard for fundrais-
ing over the weekend.

The annual 40-hour fund-
raiser for the Children’s
Miracle Network and
Shands Hospital in Gaines-
ville picked up more than
$700,000 this year, which
makes it the largest Dance
Marathon in the country.

The grand total of
$701,493 eclipsed last year’s
$584,023 and has partici-
pants hopeful for the future.

“When they announced
the total on stage at the very

but otherwise theyhad to re-
main on their feet for the en-
tire 20 hours.

Dance Marathon has
raised more than $3.3 mil-
lion since its inception 18
years ago.

A portion of the funds
from the event also go to the
FSU College of Medicine’s
Pediatric Outreach Pro-
grams.

“Throughout the hours,
dancers were entertained
by various local bands, par-
ticipated in themed hour ac-
tivities, and got to meet and
hear stories from local
Shands Ambassador fam-
ilies who have experienced

the benefits of the funds
raised for the hospital
through events like Dance
Marathon,” said Dara Co-
hen,DanceMarathonPublic
Relations Chair.

Serrapica said one of the
highlights of the event was
listening to the stories of
children helped by Dance
Marathon funds.

“Every time I started to
get tired, the families would
share their stories about
how Dance Marathon has
helped and that gives you
energy,” she said. “You just
get so pumped and you real-
ize you can do this for
them.”

end — when I felt like my
knees were about to give in
— I almost cried,” said Mel-
anie Serrapica, a 21-year-old
FSU student. “I started
jumping and screaming
with my friends.”

She added, “It’s an inde-
scribable feeling — to know
we’re the No. 1DanceMara-
thon in the country. All that
money goes to kids who 100
percent need it.”

This year’s event had
more than 2,000 partici-
pants with 1,800 dancers,
who worked in 20-hour
shifts.

Dancers could pay for
the opportunity to sit down,

FSU dance marathon raises over $700K
Special to the Democrat

Lawmakers seek funding for
review at Dozier school

TALLAHASSEE — Florida senators
are pushing for an additional
$200,000 in state funding to inspect
the site of a now-defunct reform
school where an untold number of
bodies were buried.

Sen. Kelli Stargel said Monday
that providing the funding is “the
right thing to do” and could give clo-
sure for families that lost loved ones
buried in a cemetery at the former
Arthur G. Dozier School for Boys.
The Panhandle school at Marianna
was closed in 2011, largely for budget
reasons.

Stargel, R-Lakeland, says the Sen-
ate has recommended the funding.

Stargel says the funding would
back an inspection by University of
South Florida researchers who have
been using ground-penetrating radar
and test excavations to locate and
identify gravesites. Officials believe
there may be unmarked graves and
unaccountedbodiesofboyswhodied.

Attorneys for death row
inmate seek final appeal

TALLAHASSEE — Attorneys for a
death row inmate scheduled for exe-
cutionApril10haveasked theFlorida
Supreme Court for a final review of
the case.

Larry Eugene Mann’s lawyers
filed several arguments with the
court onMonday.One is thatFlorida’s
sentencing system“violates evolving
standards of decency” because it lets
jurors recommend a death sentence
by a simple majority vote and does
not require them to be unanimous.

The lawyers are asking for oral ar-
gument time before the court.

Mannwasconvictedofkidnapping
a 10-year-old Pinellas County girl in
1980 and killing her by smashing her
head with a steel pipe.

Miami officer gets 4 years in
drug-related case

MIAMI — A former Miami police
sergeant has been sentenced to four
years in prison after evidence
showedheplanteddrugs on suspects,
stole money from drug dealers and
lied to investigators.

A federal judge sentenced 40-
year-old Raul Iglesias on Friday. He
was convicted in January of eight
charges, including two civil rights vi-
olations, following a two-week trial.
Iglesiaswas an18-year veteran of the
MiamiPoliceDepartment.Hewasre-
lieved of duty in 2010.

Trial evidence showed that Igle-
sias planted cocaine on one suspect
and stole drugs and money from oth-
ers. Other evidence showed that $800
went missing from a box of money
Iglesias thought was drug profits. In
fact the money was an FBI plant.

Key testimony came from four de-
tectives in Iglesias’ former unit.

Prosecutors wanted a stiff sen-
tence, saying Iglesias refused to take
responsibility for his actions, blam-
ing other cops and after his convic-
tion engaging in a letter-writing
“smear” campaign against those who
testified against him.

Iglesias was sentenced as the Mi-
ami Police Department has been be-
set by a string of misconduct allega-
tions against its officers.

Illegal immigrant clears
latest hurdle to Bar

TALLAHASSEE — An illegal immi-
grant trying to become a Florida at-
torneyhaspassedanother“character
and fitness” review as part of the
state’s bar examination.

The Florida Board of Bar Examin-
ers filed paperworkMondaywith the
Florida Supreme Court. Bar examin-
ers investigate candidates’ moral
character before admitting them to
practice.

The board is seeking an advisory
opinion from thecourt aboutwhether
illegal immigrants can be attorneys
in Florida. That decision is pending.

Jose Godinez-Samperio’s parents
brought him to the United States
fromMexico on a visitor’s visa when
hewas 9. They overstayed their visas
and never returned to Mexico.

He graduated fromFlorida State’s
lawschool andalreadyhaspassed the
written part of the Florida bar exam.

—Associated Press

State news briefs

Moregeneral support, not
action, was stressedMonday
by members of the Commu-
nity Redevelopment Agency
whosaidtheywant toseeTal-
lahassee’s largest emergen-
cy shelter moved out of
Frenchtown.

The Shelter, housing an
average of 225 homeless res-
idents at its West Tennessee
Street site, is struggling to
meet themountingandsheer
rangeofdemandscreatedby
the growing homeless popu-
lation. Shelter board mem-
bers have spent two years
considering their options, in-
cluding possibly relocating
the facility. Now the CRA
wants to explore how it can
help expedite a move.

The board, comprised of
city and county commission-
ers, gaveCityCommissioner
Gil Ziffer its blessing to con-
tinue talkswithTheShelter’s
board, Leon County and the

United Way of the Big Bend,
which provides nearly half
of The Shelter’s annual bud-
get.

“TheCRApotentially rep-
resents a potential buyer
thatwouldworkwell for The
Shelterbecausewecanprob-
ably work with their time
frames,” Ziffer said. “Clear-
ly a private-sector buyer
would be ideal but this situa-
tion requires us to work in
extraordinary ways to try
and help solve the problem.”

Ziffer said a timetable for
relocating The Shelter de-
pends on the facility’s board,
whichwouldvoteonwhether
to relocate.

“I thinkwe are all moving
at a very fast pace,” he said.

The Shelter board chair-
woman Deborah Holt de-
clined to say whether the
board has made a decision
yet and saidmore details are
forthcoming.

The CRA board also de-
bated extensively on early
steps that could lead toward
a new CRA district for the
NorthMonroe corridor— an
area blemished by building
shells, vacated businesses
and the depressed Tallahas-
see Mall.

Many businesses fled the

area and Tallahassee Mall
hasn’t attracted another an-
chor retailer since Dillards
vacated in 2007, followed by
Goody’s and numerous oth-
ers.Themall’s building lease
went into foreclosure two
years ago, said Jim Stiles,
whosefamilyownsthemall’s
land.

Stiles supports a CRA dis-
trict for the North Monroe
corridor, noting the con-
tinued flight of businesses
will not lead to more proper-
ty-tax revenue for the city
and county. For example,
Stiles said the mall used to
generate about $1 million in
property-tax revenue com-
pared to the $300,000 now
generated.

“To me, it makes a lot of
sense to give them some
help,” Stiles said.

If created, a newCRAdis-
trict could generate money
from incremental tax in-
creases for the designated
area, such as what’s created
in the Frenchtown/Southside
and downtown CRAs. That
money would be used for fa-
cade and infrastructure im-
provements or toward rede-
veloping a property.

Some were concerned
about potential long-term

hits to the city and county.
Commissioners were split
about whether a new district
should be created at all for
North Monroe, arguing that
South Monroe and Tennes-
see streets may be better
suited.

Others expressed trepi-
dation about picking one, in-
stead of three, using the 14
factors spelled out by the
Legislature to define blight
in the proposed corridor
spanningWestTharpeStreet
to Interstate-10. Those con-
cerned said “CRA sprawl”
could result if the board
leaned on just one factor to
determine blight for future
districts.

“I think it’s bad govern-
ance,” said City Commis-
sioner Scott Maddox, who
shot down support for creat-
ing new districts. “My con-
cern with creating new
CRAs is the definition of
blight is pretty easy to
make.”

Commissioners decided
to table any firm decisions
until after aMay retreat dis-
cussion on the issue. Howev-
er, they wanted more details
on the potential economic
impact the city and county
could realize.

CRA supports moving Shelter
Group also looks at
North Monroe
corridor issues

By TaMarynWaters
Democrat staff writer
@tamarynwaters on Twitter

Florida Gov. Rick Scott is
shutting down the lieutenant
governor’s office for now.

Former Lt. Gov. Jennifer
Carroll resigned earlier this
month after she was inter-
viewed as part of an ongoing
investigation into an alleged
widespread gambling ring.
She has not been accused of
any wrongdoing.

But part of the fallout is
thedecision to shutter theof-
fice until a successor is
named, putting the four em-
ployees who remained out of
work.

Emails show that orders
have already gone out to
pack up the office and se-
cure state-owned comput-
ers.

Some employees are al-
ready circulating resumes.

A spokeswoman for Scott
said the decision was made
to save money over the next
few months until a new lieu-
tenant governor is appoint-
ed.

Scott has repeatedly said
that hewill not focus on find-
ing a replacement until after
the annual legislative ses-
sion ends in early May.

Melissa Sellers also said
that the decision to shut
down the office is recogni-
tion that the new lieutenant
governor would determine
whom to hire.

The Scott administration
says it will try to find “other
opportunities” for the de-
parting employees “to serve
in state government where
their experience and back-

ground make them a good
fit.”

The lieutenant governor’s
office budget is nearly
$510,000 according to Scott’s
budget office.

That includes the nearly
$125,000 annual salary paid
to the lieutenant governor.

Carroll’s chief of staff —
John Konkus— has an annu-
al salary of $100,000.

Carroll abruptly resigned
after authorities questioned
her about consulting work
she did for Allied Veterans
of the World before she was
elected lieutenant governor.

Allied is accused of run-
ning a $290 million illegal
gambling business that di-
rected most of the proceeds

into its owners’ pockets.
Nearly 60 people have been
arrested so far.

The scandal led Florida
lawmaker to move ahead
with legislation to ban the
storefront operations known
as Internet cafes that were
operated byAllied and its af-
filiates.

Floridapoliticiansand the
state’s political parties are
also rushing to returnmoney
that they received from Al-
lied and key players in-
volved in the scandal.

Both Scott and theRepub-
lican Party of Florida have
already announced plans to
donatemoney to charity that
equals the amount received
from those associated with

the scandal.
Florida Democrats on

Monday handed out checks
to several veteran groups lo-
cated in Broward and Palm
Beach counties.

They say that they’ve
identified that Allied and its
associates donated $272,000
to Democratic campaigns.

Sen. Chris Smith, D-Fort
Lauderdale, called the alle-
gations “infuriating” and
said Democrats would not
have not accepted any mon-
ey if they had known about
Allied activities.

Democrats handed out
checks to two American Le-
gion posts, two Veterans of
Foreign Wars posts and a
Jewish War Veterans post.

Fla. Gov. shuts down
office after resignation
By Gary Fineout
Associated Press

From left, Attorney General Pam Bondi, then Lt. Gov. Jennifer Carroll and Gov. Rick Scott the
beginning of session. Scott is shuttering lieutenant governor’s office. GLENN BEIL/DEMOCRAT FILES


