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tion Council for approval
next spring or summer.

The 2,000−acre park
encompasses the eastern
end of St. George Island
and features nine miles of
sugar−sand beach and 12
miles of estuary bay
shoreline. One of the few
remaining undeveloped
stretches of state coast-
line, it is a mecca for
swimming, fishing, pad-
dling, camping and bird-
watching. The park
boasts the most diverse
array of shorebird nest-
ing of any Florida state
park and the second-
−highest density of sea
turtle nesting on the
state’s northwest Gulf

After a deluge of pub-
lic comments critical of
plans to expand camping
and add an overnight boat
dock at popular St.
George Island State Park,
officials plan to revamp
their proposed update to
the park’s management
plan.

The Department of En-
vironmental Protection’s
Florida Park Service re-
ceived 1,400 comments —
the most staff members
say they’ve likely ever re-
ceived on such a plan —
the vast majority of which
opposed most, if not all as-
pects of the $8 million
makeover because of
feared harm to the fragile
barrier island ecosystem
and the natural experi-
ence it affords visitors.

DEP spokeswoman
Mara Burger said park
service officials will base
their revisions on the
comments they received,
but did not provide specif-
ics on what the changes
would entail. 

“The revisions will not
be worked out for a few
weeks,” Burger said. “As
soon as the division has fi-
nalized the plan changes,
we will be sending out the
advisory group staff re-
port that summarizes the
changes.”

Burger said key
groups, such as Audubon
Florida and Franklin
County, which expressed
deep reservations about
the scope of the proposal,
also will be notified. The
annual 10-year manage-
ment plan update is ex-
pected to go before the
Acquisition and Restora-

Coast.
“We have plenty of

beaches in Florida bound-
ed by condos and rentals,
and dominated by a spring
break atmosphere,” said
Julie Wraithmell, Florida
Audubon’s director of
wildlife conservation.
“Precious few are left
where visitors can experi-
ence the beach as more
than just a strip of sand
between the parking lot
and the water, and instead
experience the habitat
and wildlife that once
were common statewide.”

Park officials initially
said the park needed addi-
tional facilities for camp-
ers and boaters to keep up

with demand in the re-
gion, where residents
camp more than in other
parts of the state. More
than 200,000 people visit-
ed the park last year, gen-
erating nearly $10 million
for the local economy, ac-
cording to DEP estimates.

The first proposal, un-
veiled at a public meeting
in Eastpoint last month,
included the addition of a
30−site camping loop and
12 walk−in tent sites, a
primitive camping area
with room for up to 12
campers, six cabins, a
30−slip boat dock, bath-
house and picnic pavilion.

The plan also recom-
mended building a dedi-

cated bicycle path along
the main park road, as
well as additional parking
pull−offs along the main
drive.

Last year, DEP pro-
posed a similar develop-
ment plan for Camp Hel-
en State Park on the coast
near Panama City. It too
was met with public oppo-
sition and curtailed.
Wraithmell and others
say DEP should spend its
time and money on better
management and protec-
tion of existing facilities
and natural park re-
sources.

“Floridians care about
their public lands and rec-
ognize we can and will
love them to death in the
process of squeezing ev-
ery last penny out of
them,” Wraithmell said.
“Hopefully DEP has
heard this message from
Floridians, and this is not
the beginning of a pattern
for Florida’s award-win-
ning state parks.”
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The state will revise a plan for more camping and an overnight boat dock at St. George Island State Park after overwhelming opposition from members of the public concerned about its impact
on the environment.
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St. George Island State Park

Public outcry derails park plan 
Officials’ proposal would expand
camping, add overnight boat dock
By Jennifer Portman
Democrat senior writer

“Precious few are left where visitors can experience 
the beach as more than just a strip of sand between 
the parking lot and the water, and instead experience 
the habitat and wildlife that once were common
statewide.”
JULIE WRAITHMELL, Florida Audubon’s director of wildlife conservation

Five weeks after Dr.
Adam Frasch was indict-
ed by a Leon County
grand jury in the killing of
his French model wife, a
case management hear-
ing today will begin chart-

ing the
course for
his capital
murder
trial.

The pro-
cedural
hearing
will be held
before Cir-

cuit Judge Frank Shef-
field, who has been as-
signed to preside over the
case. 

Last month, the state
filed notice that it intends
to seek the death penalty
in the case.

Samira Frasch, a
38−year−old from Mada-
gascar and the mother of
Frasch’s two children,
was found dead at the bot-
tom of her Golden Eagle
pool in February, five
months after she filed for

divorce. Hours after his
wife’s body was discov-
ered by a maintenance
man, Frasch was arrested
by Bay County deputies
on charges he violated
child custody orders by
taking their two young
daughters to a home he
owns in Panama City
Beach.

Frasch, who led a life
of opulence, was deemed

mentally unfit for months
because of an apparent bi-
polar disorder and spent
eight months in jail on the
relatively minor custody
charges before being in-
dicted. 

The Thomasville, Ga.,
podiatrist — who is being
investigated by the feder-
al government for Medi-
care fraud — contends he
is innocent. He says he

and Samira were toasting
the reconciliation of their
rocky marriage with
champagne the night be-
fore she died, and when
he took their children to
the beach the next day
with her permission, she
was fine.

Prosecutors, however,
say he intended to kill her
by drowning or hitting
her in the head.

Frasch murder case moves ahead
Doctor accused
of killing French
model wife; death
penalty sought

By Jennifer Portman
Democrat senior writer

JENNIFER PORTMAN/DEMOCRAT

Dr. Adam Frasch and his attorney Clyde Taylor confer before Frasch testified before a grand jury
last month. Jurors ultimately indicted him for the murder of his wife, Samira.
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