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GLOSING IN ON A GURE

Tallahassee family spurs dystonia research

by REEVES TRIVETTE

tefanie and Erwin Jackson's son, Brian,
was diagnosed with dystonia at age 15.
For years thereafter, Brian tried multiple
medications and procedures in hopes that
something would relieve his pain. Finally, deep
brain stimulation surgery alleviated his symp-
toms, and the Jackson family dedicated itself to
working to ensure that no one would have to go
through what their son experienced.
Although Brian’s case had a positive out-
come, it’s not the same with every patient.
“We want to show our appreciation for what
we're enjoying by trying to find an ultimate
cure,” Erwin Jackson said. The Jacksons’ dona-
tion of $1 million to the FSU College of Medi-
cine established the Brian Jackson Dystonia
Research and Discovery Program in 2013.
The Center for Brain Repair at the uni-
versity is working with Tallahassee Memorial
Hospital in an effort to find a reliable cure. The
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program also provides education to students
about dystonia, as well as hands-on experience
with technologies related to neurobiology, be-
havior, neurogenetics, stem cell biology and
clinical neurology.

The leader of the Center for Brain Repair,
Dr. Pradeep Bideh, introduced himself to the
Jackson family as someone who had long been
doing research on the disease. He was on the
team that discovered the first dystonia gene,
and it seemed that fate dictated that he would
be here inTallahassee, working at Florida State.

Bideh told the Jacksons that he and others
were setting up a dystonia program and asked
if they would be willing to help. Of course,
they were happy to join Dr. Bideh'’s efforts.

“We're helping educate physicians in this
town. We had the right school, the right loca-
tion, the right person,” Erwin Jackson said.

The Jackson family is optimistic about the fu-
ture and are pleased to know that their donation
is serving as a source of encouragement to local
doctors, training physicians and researchers.

“One of the messages I always try to reit-
erate is that progress always results from very
bright people saying, “‘What can we discover,
what can we do?”” Stefanie Jackson said.

“A big breakthrough is on the horizon.
There’s something happening in Tallahassee,
Florida, that is driving that research and that
is so gratifying.” [




