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TALLAHASSEE, FL - One of the advantages of a medical school that’s spread across multiple campuses, Dean John
Fogarty said Thursday, “is that we can give out more awards.” And the awards were nonstop during the afternoon
presentation in the Florida State University College of Medicine auditorium. Twenty-nine students were
recognized, some more than once. Becky McGilligan took home four honors, including the Outstanding Student
Award. Mikel Hofmann provided the most memorable moment, although she wasn’t even there. When Senior
Associate Dean for Regional Campuses Paul McLeod called Hofmann’s name as recipient of the Individual Student
Award, classmate Mai Vo stood up for her. She reported that Hofmann was having car troubles but was on her
way. In fact, she had Hofmann on the phone — and she handed the phone to McLeod. Without missing a beat, he
informed her of her award. She was on speaker phone, so everyone got to hear her delighted reaction. The
student awards are reported below. At the bottom is an alphabetical list of the students and the awards they
received. COLLEGE OF MEDICINE AWARDS

Myra M. Hurt Leadership in Medicine Award (“exemplary leadership in one or more areas of medicine”): Corinne
Brann

Student Research Award (“has demonstrated sustained interest in research throughout the four years”): Shawn
Agee

Altruism in Medicine Award (“embodies the highest ideals of medicine as a service calling”): Jennifer Maziad and
Mai Vo

J. Ocie Harris Outstanding Student Award (“the best all-around promise of becoming a physician of the highest
caliber”): Becky Sue McGilligan

Access to Care Award (“has demonstrated a strong interest in providing access to health care for underserved
populations and volunteered at clinics or on international medical missions for the underserved,” given in honor of
We Care Network coordinator Robin McDougall): Molly McKenna and Tessa McKenna

Individual Student Award: Mikel Hofmann
REGIONAL CAMPUS AWARDS

Regional Campus Dean’s Award (for “the most outstanding student at each College of Medicine regional campus”):
Shawn Agee and Mai Vo (Daytona Beach)

Kimberley Thornton (Fort Pierce)

Corinne Brann (Orlando)

Aaron Wagner (Pensacola)

Luis Hernandez Il (Sarasota)

Colleen Killian (Tallahassee)

SPECIALTY AND HONOR SOCIETY AWARDS

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society inductees (the only national honor medical society): Shawn Agee, Corinne
Brann, Elving Colon, Leslie Davis-Singletary, Eboni Ellis, William Higgins I, Shannon Hill, Mary Ann Johnson,



Christina Marquez, Jennifer Maziad, Becky McGilligan, Kristen Morrell, Stephen Viel (Faculty inductee: Michael J.
Muszynski, dean of Orlando regional campus)

Merritt Ryals Clements*, M.D., Award for Excellence in Obstetrics and Gynecology (“best demonstrated dedication
to the health of women”): Stephanie Chase (Tallahassee), Catherine Liu (Pensacola), Stephanie Prada (Orlando),
Christine Rojas (Sarasota), Kimberley Thornton (Fort Pierce), Jessica Walker (Daytona Beach) (*FYI, Dr. Clements’

granddaughter, Claire, is an OPS employee in the communications office.)

Florida Obstetric and Gynecological Society Award (“to outstanding medical school graduates entering an
obstetrics and gynecology residency program”): Colleen Killian and Natalie Mufioz-Sievert

American Medical Women’s Association Glasgow-Rubin Achievement Citation (“demonstrates leadership,
advocacy and ranks in the top 10% of graduating class”): Becky Sue McGilligan

Outstanding Graduate in Family Medicine Award (presented by the Department of Family Medicine and Rural
Health and the Florida Academy of Family Physicians for “consistent commitment to the principles and values of
family medicine” and the college’s mission): Eboni Ellis

Florida Geriatrics Society Award (“for outstanding performance in geriatrics”): Becky Sue McGilligan

Excellence in Emergency Medicine Award (presented by the society for Academic Emergency Medicine for
“excellence in the specialty of emergency medicine”): Stephen Viel

Medical Student Professionalism and Service Award (presented by the American College of Emergency Physicians
for “outstanding patient care and involvement in medical organizations and the community”): Richard Joseph
Rodriguez

Gold Humanism Honor Society inductees (“excellence in clinical care, leadership, compassion, and dedication to

service”): Jada Aikman, Elving Colon, Eboni Ellis, Mary Ann Johnson, Molly McKenna, Tessa McKenna, Kimberley
Thornton, Mai Vo (Faculty inductee: Dennis Saver)

FACULTY AWARDS PRESENTED BY CLASS OF 2009

Outstanding Educator Award: Gene Ryerson
Hippocratic Award: Daniel Van Durme
The students also presented appreciation awards to Emeritus Dean Ocie Harris and Dean John Fogarty.

STUDENT SUMMARY

Shawn Agee: Student Research Award, Regional Campus Dean’s Award, Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society
Jada Aikman: Gold Humanism Honor Society

Corinne Brann: Myra M. Hurt Leadership in Medicine Award, Regional Campus Dean’s Award, Alpha Omega Alpha
Honor Society

Stephanie Chase: Merritt Ryals Clements, M.D., Award for Excellence in Obstetrics and Gynecology

Elving Colon: Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society, Gold Humanism Honor Society



Leslie Davis-Singletary: Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society

Eboni Ellis: Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society, Outstanding Graduate in Family Medicine Award, Gold Humanism
Honor Society

Luis Hernandez Ill: Regional Campus Dean’s Award

William Higgins Il: Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society

Shannon Hill: Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society

Mikel Hofmann: Individual Student Award

Mary Ann Johnson: Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society, Gold Humanism Honor Society

Colleen Killian: Regional Campus Dean’s Award, Florida Obstetric and Gynecological Society Award
Catherine Liu: Merritt Ryals Clements, M.D., Award for Excellence in Obstetrics and Gynecology
Christina Marquez: Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society

Jennifer Maziad: Altruism in Medicine Award, Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society

Becky McGilligan: J. Ocie Harris Outstanding Student Award, Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society, American Medical
Women's Association Glasgow-Rubin Achievement Citation, Florida Geriatrics Society Award

Molly McKenna: Access to Care Award, Gold Humanism Honor Society

Tessa McKenna: Access to Care Award, Gold Humanism Honor Society

Kristen Morrell: Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society

Natalie Muiioz-Sievert: Florida Obstetric and Gynecological Society Award

Stephanie Prada: Merritt Ryals Clements, M.D., Award for Excellence in Obstetrics and Gynecology
Richard Joseph Rodriguez: Medical Student Professionalism and Service Award

Christine Rojas: Merritt Ryals Clements, M.D., Award for Excellence in Obstetrics and Gynecology

Kimberley Thornton: Regional Campus Dean’s Award, Merritt Ryals Clements, M.D., Award for Excellence in
Obstetrics and Gynecology, Gold Humanism Honor Society

Stephen Viel: Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society, Excellence in Emergency Medicine Award
Mai Vo: Altruism in Medicine Award, Regional Campus Dean’s Award, Gold Humanism Honor Society
Aaron Wagner: Regional Campus Dean’s Award

Jessica Walker: Merritt Ryals Clements, M.D., Award for Excellence in Obstetrics and Gynecology



