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¥ Charles Blow speaks at the 31st Annual MLK Celebration Tuesday, Jan. 22. (FSU Photo/Bill Lax)

“Somewhere we must come to see that social progress never rolls in on the wheels of inevitability. It
comes through the tireless efforts and the persistent work of dedicated individuals.” — Martin

Luther King Jr.

Those words from King's speech “The Other America,” which he delivered to a crowd of students,
faculty and staff at Stanford University in April 1967, set the foundation for a lecture by New York
Times columnist and political commentator Charles Blow at Florida State University's MLK

Commemoration Ceremony.



Blow was the Golden Tribe lecturer at Tuesday's ceremony, which closed out the 31st Annual FSU
MLK Week — a week full of opportunities for celebration, service and dialogue on the civil rights

movement of the past and social justice issues in America today.

Using the week's theme, “More Than the Dream,” Blow took the opportunity to talk about several

of King's impactful speeches other than his iconic “| Have a Dream” speech.

Blow told attendees that King was assassinated on a Memphis hotel balcony one year to the
month after delivering the address at Stanford. At the time of his death, King was in Memphis to
support black sanitation workers who were on strike demanding a fair wage and fair working

conditions.

“We have to ask ourselves if we are willing enough, strong enough, brave enough to keep fighting

for racial equality and economic justice,” Blow said. “The kind that King ended his life fighting for.”

Blow also discussed King's “I've Been to the Mountain Top” speech, delivered the day before he
was assassinated. In it, Blow said, King challenged America to make its constitutional principles of

freedom and equality fully inclusive of black people.

“It is now up to us to make America be true to what it said on paper,” Blow said. “That all men are
created equal, and that they are endowed with certain inalienable rights — and that among those

rights are life, liberty and the pursuit of the happiness.”

Before Blow's talk, the FSU Gospel Choir performed and FSU President John Thrasher offered

words of welcome.

“This is an important opportunity to reflect on Dr. King's legacy and how he inspired us to be a
better America.” Thrasher said. “We know we still have work to do, but we must have faith, as Dr.

King did, that the moral arc of the universe bends toward justice.”



"We have to ask ourselves it we are willing
enough, strong enough, brave enough to keep
fighting for racial equality and economic
justice.” — Charles Blow, NYT columnist, author

and political commentator

During the ceremony, Florida State honored the winners of the 2019 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Distinguished Service Awards.

Thelsa Berne-Anderson, director of College and Pre-College Outreach at the FSU College of
Medicine, was named the staff awardee. She was nominated for her efforts to increase diversity at
the college through the development of the Science Students Together Reaching Instructional
Diversity Excellence outreach program. The program works with college as well as middle and high

school students who have an interest in pursuing careers in health or medicine.
FSU College of Medicine Dean John Fogarty accepted the award on Berne-Anderson'’s behalf.

Donald J. Wiedner, dean emeritus of the FSU College of Law and Alumni Centennial Professor, was
the faculty recipient. Wiedner's former colleagues described him as one of the most
transformative deans in the country and said his efforts developing the “Summer for
Undergraduates Program” had expanded the horizon of students who otherwise might have never

considered careers in the legal field.

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Distinguished Service Award was established in 1986 to honor
faculty members, administrators or staff members for their outstanding service in keeping with

King's principles and ideals and carries a $1,000 stipend for the recipient.



2 Winners of the 2019 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Book Stipend awards. (FSU Photo/Bill
Lax)

The university also honored the winners of the 2019 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Book Stipend
awards. The awards have historically been endowed by the Office of the Vice President for Student
Affairs and the FSU National Black Alumni. This year, FSU’'s Family Connection Council joined as a
partner, which allowed nearly three times as many students to receive the scholarship designed to

support outstanding graduate and undergraduate students as they complete their education.
This year’s scholarship recipients were:

Ahreum Han, public administration

Aide Aguilar Ayungua, criminology & political science

Damamli Dorsey, biology

Lensey Charles, media communication studies and business marketing
Robert Martin, political science and criminal Justice

Nicole Hansen, communication science and disorders

Kisha Cadet, psychology

Taylor Jones, family and child sciences and chemistry

Erykah Tharpe, social work

Alyssa Hansel, biological sciences, chemistry and Chinese
Shinelle Saunders, finance and marketing; retail entrepreneurship

Tiffany Oliver, sport management; business analytics and professional communication



Adira Danique Philyaw, social work
Fabuola Pierre, information communication and technology
Demetrius Winn, editing writing and media and communications

Barrington McFarlane, economics and history

Faculty, staff, and administrators who completed the FSU Diversity & Inclusion Certificate were
also recognized. The goal of the program is to find ways in which members of the FSU community

can assist in creating a welcoming and inclusive campus for all.

There are currently 196 faculty, staff and administrators enrolled in the certificate program from
more than 18 departments and 11 colleges, including the Panama City Campus and the Ringling

Campus in Sarasota.
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