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- Med school campus opens in Sarasota

Students will get hands-on training in local doctors’ offices and
community hospitals under the Florida State University program.

By GHRISTINA DeNARDO
christina.denardo@heraldtribune.com

SARASOTA COUNTY — Hundreds of lo-
cal doctors have signed up to teach a group of
medical students in their offices, at hospitals
and in a historic pink house in downtown Sa-
rasota.

Florida State University’s College of Medi-
cine is sending medical students to Sarasota
for their two-year rotations instead of send-
ing them to a traditional teaching hospital.

FSU is one of about two dozen schools that

send students to community hospitals and
doctors’ offices rather than to hospitals affili-
ated with the medical school. The program al-
lows students to step into some of the same
situations they’ll encounter after they gradu-
ate.

The medical school will send nine stu-
dents to Sarasota beginning, this summer to
work with doctors at Sarasota Memorial Hos-
pital, Doctors Hospital and dozens of private
practices. The number of medical students
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Medical students to train in Sarasota
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‘coming to Sarasota is expected
.to grow every year.

“It brings a level of medical

_expertise to the community
_ that we have not had before,
.and that is teaching,” said
- Washington Hill, chairman of
- Sarasota Memorial Hospital’s
“obstetrics and gynecology de-
partment, who has recruited
- physician teachers for the pro-
gram. “I think that can only
“help the community and the
“health care we provide.”

FSU faculty and local doc-
tors say the medical students
will get a more varied and com-
prehensive experience than
students at traditional medical
schools where residents are
the teachers.

The community approach,
they say, gives students access
_to doctors with more expertise
and experience, and provides
students with a glimpse of the
most common health care ser-
vices. .

“This is real-world medi-
cine,” said J. Ocie Harris, dean
of FSU’s College of Medicine,
who was in Sarasota on Thurs-
day for the college’s open
house. “It makes sense to give
them experience when this is
how they are going to do their
life’s work.”

FSU 'students begin their
studies at the school’s main
campus in Tallahassee, where
they study medicine and gain
some hands-on experience
through weekly clinical train-
mg.
The medical students then
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and report diagnoses to the
doctor. Students working with
surgeons will serve as first as-
sistants, holding instruments,
making incisions and suturing.

The students attending
FSU’s College of Medicine say
the school’s alternative ap-
proach is what attracted them
to the school.

“If I were to go to the UF, I be-
lieve that during my clinical
years, I would end up being in
the peanut gallery,” said Beau
Toskich, a 1998 Riverview
High School graduate who will
come to Sarasota as a
third-year student. “I wouldn’t
be in the forefront where medi-
cine is actually adrmmstered to
the patient.”

Andrew Gamenthaler, of
Fort Myers, wants to practice
medici

ner of Second Street and Co-
coanut Avenue more than a
year ago.

Students will meet at the fa-
cility to attend weekly lectures
and doctor-led discussions on
specific medical topics and dis-
eases.

The local medical communi-
ty will benefit from having the
students here, FSU officials
said.

“A student tends to keep you
sharper,” said Bruce Berg, the

'school’s assistant dean, who

heads the Sarasota campus.
“That kind of challenge is stim-
ulating to the physician...and
the patients benefit.”

“It always helps a physician
to have a young student asking,
‘Why did you do that?’” said
Berg, who worked as a doctor
and administrator for Sarasota

time in Florida, is based on oth-
er programs. Twenty of the na-
tion’s 126 medical schools use
the model, including Michigan
State University, the Universi-
ty of Minnesota and East Ten-
nessee State University.

FSU opened its medical
school in 2001 after overcom-
ing opposition from medical
school deans and the state
Board of Regents. Many in the
medical community had ques-
tioned whether Florida needed

more doctors or another medi-

cal school.
The school eventually won
approval from the state Legisla-

‘ture — the first new U.S. medi-

cal school in 20 years — be-
cause of its mission to connect
students with family practice
and other specialities in rural
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~ “This is real-world medi-
_cine,” said J. Ocie Harris, dean
“of FSU’s College of Medicine,
who was in Sarasota on Thurs-
.day for the college’s open
“house. “It makes sense to give
them experience when this is
how they are going to do their
life’s work.”

FSU students begin their
studies at the school’s main
campus in Tallahassee, where
they study medicine and gain
some hands-on experience
through weekly clinical train-
ing.

The medical students then
attend regional campuses in
their third and fourth years,
where they do six-week rota-
tions working one-on-one with
veteran doctors in a variety of
specialities: family medicine,
pediatrics, internal medicine,
obstetrics and gynecology, gen-
eral surgery, psychiatry, emer-
gency medicine and geriatrics.
Currently, the medical stu-
dents work alongside practic-
ing doctors in Tallahassee, Or-
lando and Pensacola.

At doctors’ offices they do
such things as consult with pa-
tients, conduct initial exams

SlArE FRUT0 / ROD MILLINGTON /7 roa.millington@neraldtribune.com

and report diagnoses to the
doctor. Students working with
surgeons will serve as first as-
sistants, holding instruments,
making incisions and suturing,

The students attending
FSU’s College of Medicine say
the school’s alternative ap-
proach is what attracted them
to the school.

“If Iwere to go to the UF, I be-
lieve that during my clinical
years, I would end up being in
the peanut gallery,” said Beau
Toskich, a 1998 Riverview
High School graduate who will
come to Sarasota as a
third-year student. “I wouldn’t
be in the forefront where medi-
cine is actually administered to
the patient.”

Andrew Gamenthaler, of
Fort Myers, wants to practice
medicine in Southwest Florida
and believes the training he
will get in Sarasota will give
him the skills to be a better phy-
sician.

“You are learning in a com-
munity that you are going to go
back to practice,” he said.

Though students spend near-
ly all their time doing clinical
work, they have a place to
study, check e-mail and meet
faculty.

The Sarasota medical school
campus is at the historic Hans
Weissgerber house, which was
moved from the bayfront near
Gulf Stream Avenue to the cor-

ner of Second Street and Co-
coanut Avenue more than a
year ago.

Students will meet at the fa-
cility to attend weekly lectures
and doctor-led discussions on
specific medical topics and dis-
eases.

The local medical communi-
ty will benefit from having the
students here, FSU officials
said.

“A student tends to keep you
sharper,” said Bruce Berg, the
'school’s assistant dean, who
heads the Sarasota campus.
“That kind of challenge is stim-
ulating to the physician... and
the patients benefit.”

“It always helps a physician
to have a young student asking,
‘Why did you do that?’ ” said
Berg, who worked as a doctor
and administrator for Sarasota
Memorial Hospital for 25
years.

While Sarasota County doc-
tors are already eager to work
with medical students, FSU fac-
ulty requires doctors who will
work with students to have spe-
cial training,

FSU faculty plans to use the
renovated pink house to edu-
cate the doctors on such topics
as aligning clinical work with
the school’s curriculum stan-
dards, giving feedback and eval-
uating students.

FSU’s medical school model,
which is being used for the first

time in Florida, is based on oth-
er programs. Twenty of the na-
tion’s 126 medical schools use
the model, including Michigan
State University, the Universi-
ty of Minnesota and East Ten-
nessee State University.

FSU opened its medical
school in 2001 after overcom-
ing opposition from medical
school deans and the state
Board of Regents. Many in the
medical community had ques-
tioned whether Florida needed
more doctors or another medi-
cal school.

The school eventually won
approval from the state Legisla-
ture — the first new U.S. medi-
cal school in 20 years — be-
cause of its mission to connect
students with family practice
and other specialities in rural
areas and inner cities. It now
enrolls 173 students, with as
many as 480 expected to enroll
within five years.

Some experts are now pre-
dicting a doctor shortage as a
result of the baby boom genera-
tion and the demand for more
medical care. FSU officials are
optimistic that their emphasis
on community medicine can
hold off the shortage in Florida.

“We hope this school will
help foster more students who
will stay in Florida and Saraso-
ta because we clearly are going
to need them,” Berg said.




