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Sicis, an Italian company known for its mastery of the mosaic
tile, offers the Cosmati collection of marble and Murano glass
tiles.

Tile has a rich and
varied history in decor,
from Roman floor mosa-
ics to majolica to Delft
ceramics to Mexican
terracotta.

These styles and more
continue to inspire artist-
ry. Many of the newest
collections of ceramic
and porcelain tile were
on display this fall at the
five-day Cersaie interna-
tional exhibition in Bolo-
gna, Italy.

Some of the trends:

Master impostors

Across the show, faux
finishes ruled. What
seemed to be barnwood
or other timber planking
was actually porcelain.
Manufacturers can now
produce tile that looks —
and even feels — like
wood, marble, granite or
cement, but is thin and
lightweight.

The application advan-
tages are obvious: A
20-foot slab of slim por-
celain printed to look like
stone is a lot easier to
make and install. It can
be wrapped up kitchen
islands, walls and even
ceilings, and is easily cut
to accommodate plugs or
faucets.

Advancements in
digital printing have
taken faux finishes a long

way from earlier ver-
sions that looked unre-
alistic and one-dimen-
sional. Now, the detail is
more precise, the image
is embedded deep in the
tile and the surface tex-
ture is transformed.

Unusual sizes

Tile has typically
come in standard sizes,
squares and rectangles
measuring between 4
inches and 12 inches. But
larger versions up to 24
or even 36 inches are
now available, and the
faux wood ones resemble
planks.

Dwell Patterns has
collaborated with Heath
Ceramics of Sausalito,
California, on a hip-look-
ing collection that in-
corporates a diamond
shape and two different
hexagonal ones, available
in glossy or matte fin-
ishes in a broad color
palette.
(heathceramics.com)

Old World, vintage

Neoclassical and ori-
ental tapestry and lace
patterns turned tile into
elegant wallpaper in the
Onice and Wallpaper
collections at the Marazzi
booth. (marazziusa.com)
The company also
showed an oversize vin-
tage floral in a new way,
as a ceiling-to-floor ac-

cent on an otherwise
solid-color wall, again
evoking paper or fabric
wallcovering.

Tile as art canvas

Ascot has launched
Game of Fifteen, a series
of tile designs honoring
contemporary art. Keith
Haring’s radiant baby
and running figures pack
graphic punch in black
on glazed white ceramic.
(ascot.it)

ABK’s Do Up col-
lection includes an image
of a contemporary geisha
and tiles printed with

faux spray-painted graf-
fiti a la Banksy. (abk.it)

In a collection called
Portland 325, ABK’s Ari-
ana group took inspira-
tion from the walls of an
abandoned factory, trans-
forming graffiti into
elegant art tiles with
iridescent finishes.

Finally, at Modwalls,
you’ll find mosaic tile
made of sliced, recycled
wine corks, and pennies.
Here, too, a paint box full
of hues in glass subway
tiles, including orange,
lemongrass, pool blue
and poppy.
(modwalls.com)

Home

Artistry and artifice
shows up in new tiles
By Kim Cook
Associated Press

One teaspoon of
blood can make
the difference in

the early detection of
cancer or a genetic dispo-
sition toward it.

The field of using
genetics to find a familial
connection to cancer has
changed in the past few
years, according to the
medical director of Talla-
hassee Memorial Health-
care’s Clinical Genetics
Center, Kristin Parsley.

Not all cancers stem
from the same thing,
Parsley said, but new
technology, Next-Genera-
tion sequencing, can
point physicians toward a
predisposition for it.

“So what we are able
to do now is we are able
to create panels for pa-
tients based on their
personal and family his-

tory to look at all the
cancer syndrome genes
that would be applica-
ble,” she said.

Of the more than
300,000 cases of breast
cancer reported in the
U.S. last year, 5 to 10
percent of them were

hereditary, 20 percent
could be attributed to
environmental factors
and gene mutations not
yet known to medicine
and 70 percent are spo-
radic.

Parsley said patterns
in age and type of cancer
can help patients, along
with their doctors, make
decisions.

Generally, the earlier
it’s discovered — under
age 50 — the more close-
ly linked to genetics, the
more closely it’s mon-
itored and the sooner it
can be addressed with
greater patient comfort.

“Physicians and pa-

tients need to be able to
know what to look for,”
Parsley said. “If your
physician has a family
at-risk tool kit, fill it out
and see if you’re at risk,
and make sure that it’s
the correct guidelines, so
that you can catch things
early.” 

Breast Cancer Awareness

Kristin Parsley searches for
genetic disposition to cancer
By Karl Etters
Democrat staff writer 
@KarlEtters on Twitter 
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Kristin Parsley is medical
director of Tallahassee
Memorial Healthcare’s
Clinical Genetics Center. 
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SATURDAY
All Saint’s Day Yard Sale: Giant yard sale with
bargains galore. Proceeds will be used to make
needed repairs to church buildings and roof. 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Covenant Presbyterian Church, Old
Bainbridge Road, 385-2512, www.covenant-tlh.org. 
Benefits of Local Veggies: Cetta Barnhart with
Seedtime Harvest Farms will present a program on
seasonal veggies, preparation hints and recipes and
consumer education for local food sources. 10 a.m.,
free. Tallahassee Nurseries, 2911 Thomasville Road,
385-2162.
Downtown Market: Open 9 a.m.-2 p.m. every
Saturday, March through November. Features fresh
homegrown produce and organic items, fresh bread
and eggs. Ponce de Leon Park, Park Ave. & 
N. Monroe St., 224-3252, downtownmarket.com. 
Frenchtown Heritage Market: Offers a wide
variety of fresh, naturally grown produce, live music,
cooking demos, and fruits, vegetables and honey
sold directly by farmers. The only Tallahassee farm-
ers market to process SNAP/EBT cards, with double
points on produce. 9 a.m.-1 p.m., corner of Georgia
and Macomb streets, 766-6505, frenchtown
heritage.org.
Home At Last: Dog adoption and benefit event.
The Leon County Humane Society will be stationed
outside the store with adoptable dogs throughout
the day. Community members are encouraged to
bring donations of dog food as well as old sheets
and towels. 10 a.m.-2 p.m., free. Bedfellows, 1495
Market St., 893-1713, bedfellowsgallery.com.

TLH home and garden

Calendar
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GET LISTED
What’s going on, Tallahassee? We
want to know! Enter your events

at least a week in advance at
Tallahassee.com/calendar.

TUESDAY
Simpler Solar: Event to inform farmers and the
public about the benefits of Solar Well Pumping,
aiding individuals interested in applying for a
Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) Grant.
7:45-9 p.m., free. New Leaf Market Co-op, 1235
Apalachee Parkway, 942 2557, newleafmarket.
coop/seminars-events.
Tallahassee Camellia Society November
Meeting: Following dinner, Stewart Tomlinson
will present interesting information on the histo-
ry of the society. Visitors welcome. 6:30 p.m., $12
for dinner; reservations required. Goodwood
Museum & Gardens, Jubilee Cottage, 1600 Micco-
sukee Road, 875-1300.

UPCOMING
Nov. 6: Food, Land and People: Doty Wenzel
will lead an educational session explaining the
importance of agriculture in our lives and how
she is promoting this concept in school class-
rooms. 10-11 a.m., free. New Leaf Market Co-op,
1235 Apalachee Parkway, 942 2557, newleaf
market.coop/seminars-events.
Nov. 6: You Make It, You Grow It Market: A
group of local crafters, artists, specialty growers
and producers offering original items. 9 a.m.-
2 p.m., free. The Other Side Vintage, 607 McDon-
nell Drive, in Railroad Square Art Park, 879-5583,
youmakeityougrowit.com.

and can easily be seen
as most widows hang
upside down in their
webs. She also has a red
spot just behind and
above the spinnerets. 

The western black
widow (Latrodectus
hesperus) is found in
the extreme southwest-
ern area of Canada,
south into Mexico along
the Pacific coast and
east to Texas, Oklahoma
and Kansas. She is also
found in all four deserts
of the American South-
west. She has a com-
plete hourglass-shaped
red mark on the ab-
domen, but this mark
may also be yellow or in
rare occurrences white.
Females develop into a
shiny black or dark
brown color with a
bright red or orange
hourglass as they grow
older.

The red widow (La-
trodectus bishopi) is
uncommon and found in
the southern and cen-
tral areas of Florida,
primarily in the sand
pine habitats in Marion
to Martin County. Webs
are low to the ground
and are built in and
around palmettos, rose-
mary, scrub oaks and
other shrubs known to
this area. This widow
has a reddish orange
head, thorax and legs
with a black abdomen.
On the top of the ab-
domen, there is a row of
red spots with yellow
borders. No hourglass
on this widow, but she
usually has one or two
small marks instead.
Actually, this one is
kind of ugly.

Widows also come in
brown, though these are
a little harder to find.
The brown widow (La-
trodectus geometricus)
has the same neurotoxic
venom, but her bite
pales in comparison to
the black widow. This is
a widow that is highly
variable in the color
range, from almost
white to almost black
with an orange to yel-
low hourglass marking
on the abdomen. She is
the most actively repro-
ducing one as well, with
5,000 young per female
per season. 

With unusually large
venom glands, she is
considered a particular-
ly dangerous spider
with a bite that is felt

almost immediately,
increasing in pain for
one to three hours. The
pain from this bite may
last up to 24 hours or
longer. The venom is a
neurotoxin, which
means it blocks the
transmission of nervous
impulses and is thought
to be 15 times stronger
than that of a rattle-
snake, causing abdomi-
nal pains, fainting, diz-
ziness and chest pains.
High blood pressure
and a higher heart rate
have also been observ-
ed in bite victims. 

As with any venom-
ous bite, it is important
that you remain calm.
Any frantic movement
on your part will only
move the venom
through your system at
a quicker rate. Should
you suffer a bite from a
widow, call 911 for as-
sistance. Lack of med-
ical attention may lead
to death by suffocation.
Thankfully, black wid-
ow anti-venom was
introduced years ago to
aid in the recovery of
this bite.

Widows are normally
found near water and
low to the ground. They
like dark, undisturbed
areas, but I have found
them in the trunk of a
car and right inside my
carport. I have also
found them in and
around trees, in stones
that make up a flower
bed, at the base of spin-
ach, potato and peanut
plants, overturned pots
… well, you get the idea.
Shoes also make an
easy spot for them to
hide out and your toes
make the perfect tar-
get, so check your
shoes, especially if you
go outside at night.

So what kills them?
Your shoe or a stick
works best. Soapy wa-
ter does not do it, but it
will cripple her just
enough so that you can
do your thing. You need
to make sure there is no
egg site near the web —
you will want to destroy
it as well or else all
your efforts will be for
naught. 

The good thing about
the black widow, she is
not an aggressive spi-
der so she is not going
to mess with you if you
just leave her alone.

Kathy Kinsey is a Master Gardener
volunteer with the UF/Leon
County Cooperative Extension
Office. Visit the UF/ IFAS Leon
County Extension website at
leon.ifas.ufl.edu. Email questions
to Ask-A-Mastergardener
@leoncountyfl.gov.
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Spiders

KATHY KINSEY AND DANIE TURNER

The black widow spider is about a half inch long, and she
bites. 


