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If director Ava DuVernay’s goal in directing the documentary, "13th", was to get people to think, it worked for 
about 70 people viewing it Wednesday at Florida State’s College of Medicine.

The sometime graphic documentary takes viewers from slavery to the Jim Crow era to the civil rights 
movement to modern-era politics with one dominant theme threaded throughout: the system of mass 
incarceration has prospered on the backs of black people.

A prompt for responses at the conclusion initially was met with an extended period of silence.

This was not a sociology class. It was part of week-long activities during “Racism Awareness Week” presented by the college’s WhiteCoats4BlackLives
student chapter.
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FSU’s chapter of WhiteCoats4BlackLives was formed last year. It was established nationally by medical students in 2014 as an advocacy organization 
focused on raising awareness of racism as a public health concern, to end racial discrimination in health care and to prepare medical students to become 
advocates for racial justice.

Wednesday’s lunch-time event drew a diverse, yet predominantly white crowd of students, faculty and visitors. The lecture series continues through 
Friday.

Taylor Maramara, second-year student, said the chapter’s events helps students within the college gain a better understanding of race and culture on 
health disparities played out in the country.

When asked about the value of the chapter, she said:
“I think, one, is education, two, to have a safe space to discuss sensitive topics, and thirdly, to advocate and to encourage future leaders to take action,” 
said Maramara, who is Asian-American.

“The underlying theme of all of this is the racial disparities we see in health care,” she said. “There are differences in how different racial and ethnic 
groups receive quality care.”

Ryan Earwood, 30, said membership in WhiteCoats4BlackLives is open to all medical students. The diverse membership is important, he said, in raising 
awareness of each other’s experiences.

(Photo: Byron Dobson/Democrat)

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu3FBaL3H-l_YmZMx2eR6WWuEViyal_X01vQq92mwNKAx2WHuLE2C0hZ_Myq7IWRUDq0xho1_cxe3QJxnzyxOzVx5vDAM00bR8Uzn-ZYfdKWg3TJwYw4RN3hqFBXi9GHkNwAIlCaLyMTyXI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJFXdRy30aXG&urlfix=1&adurl=https://us.impdesk.com/click%3Fa%3D-jUzvusEgYFDMwg1JlRj8TsIZrrrPAHPRsI1j9uXxm-vx1NKKTtT9jABWNi31okL0zchkhCOQ0F2aN-6Oud4tGW3V_-jgn4ndt7HcaqRyRLuPA9xBG5Tu2SQSGLt-WLVmgAmxvwKaQb3s47l-26A3xnNNHGF8qUXzIgS3K0hz-EJSNpghjHrWI7_2KJ8teH50XY65j-NB-2jd_Z3KD4Ec21MpWg7BhaExtSarrq-PZhyvoZf5CbYIe-nsCE6165WrsjdDWwj62jqA77e_A2Dvo3PjCZtuCAh5yIU_DipNVrpQnl31GxrKDkPszUQh2iniyJhhBKjgkDgvoI6uWz1ymDOYAaGjv3zkkmq0OuBojpu6nj0zghk_4djEPv90MZHmRWzQM2RecwiIovOogZ8POA5t2XpXpfb8bGB7aAd4A_iIzsrAJT3XvZSBF_850M5a4y96LYsh6s4_-Xpyo7MnkuOOuvJsJ0VgqHf18XR66puTeuKUL_YwfuadwCw%26redirect%3Dhttps://apiservices.krxd.net/click_tracker/track%253Fkxconfid%253Drbcogou5y%2526kxadvertiserid%253D2589194%2526kxcampaignid%253D11002240%2526kxadid%253D407018544%2526kxsiteid%253D2311341%2526kxplacementid%253D207373509%2526kxcreativeid%253D94145162%2526clk%253Dhttps://www.expedia.com/%253FBRANDCID%253DUS.OLA.IM.PROSPECTING-DISPLAY-RON.GENERIC
http://www.tallahassee.com/staff/12999/byron-dobson/


“Given the climate we are learning to be doctors in, we find it exceptionally important to be aware of what’s going on socially,” he said.

Contact senior writer Byron Dobson at bdobson@tallahassee.com or on Twitter @byrondobson.

Thursday events (FSU College of Medicine, open to the public):

Continuum of Bias, 12 to 1 p.m., Room 1200: Explore the continuum of bias. Starting with the origins of implicit bias as well as privilege and their 
influence on behavior, we will then transition to the explicit bias seen today. Presenter: Michael Nair-Collins, Ph.D.

round Rounds, 4 to 6 p.,m., College of Medicine auditorium: Explore the continuum of bias. Starting with the origins of implicit bias as well as privilege 
and their influence on behavior, we will then transition to the explicit bias seen today. Presenter: Dr. David Acosta.

Friday:

Latino Health Discrimination, 12 to 1 p.m., Room 1200. The role of racism seen by Latinos in healthcare in the communities surrounding Tallahassee. 
Presenter: Ivette Lopez, Ph.D.
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