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Florida State student paying homage to father 

BY DOUG BLACKBURN • DEMOCRAT SENIOR WRITER • AUGUST 11, 2009  
 

This has been an intensely bittersweet summer for Bryan Rill. 

The Leon High graduate is closing in on a doctorate in anthropology at 

Florida State. Last month he received a prestigious, $40,000 Fulbright-Hays 

award to complete his research in Japan. 

Rill's success has been tempered, however, by the death of his father on 

July 6. Randy Rill, a professor at FSU for more than 35 years, spent many 

years studying means of fighting cancer, then succumbed to it at age 65. 

"His death came suddenly, and I was not ready. Only a week before I had 

been on Skype (Internet telephone) with him and he seemed to be 

recovering," Rill said. "The news was extremely hard on me, and not going 

home was even harder." 

Rill was scheduled to go on a pilgrimage that was the pivotal event in his 

research, which is focused on spiritual power and healing in contemporary 

Japan. He is 35 years old, and has been working on his doctorate for five 

years. 

"I remembered his final wish of me, and that was to finish what I came here 

for," Rill said. "So I decided to stay and go on the pilgrimage to honor him 

and all the support he gave me in my studies." 

Rill learned he had received the Fulbright-Hays award only after he returned 

from his trip to the Japanese mountains. Glen Doran, chairman of the 

anthropology department, believes Rill is the first ever FSU anthropology 

student to earn a Fulbright-Hays. 

Three other graduates students in anthropology — Stephanie Litka, Timothy 

Parsons and Dan Seinfeld — received National Science Foundation grants 

this year to work out of the country on their dissertations. 

"I think it's a pretty clear statement about the quality of our students and our 

faculty," Doran said. "We're pretty excited." 

The students' success comes at the same time Doran's department is in 

limbo, due to drastic reductions in state revenue for FSU and the other 

schools in the state university system. Three tenured faculty members in 

anthropology are scheduled to be laid off, no new students are being accepted into the graduate program 

and there's a one-year suspension on admitting freshmen and sophomores as anthropology majors. 

"It certainly is ironic that national entities are recognizing the quality of our students and we're sitting here not 

able to fund the university system and have no idea what the future holds for our department," Doran said. 

"We've got a good crop of people who are interested in coming to FSU. We need to keep that tap open." 

Receiving the Fulbright-Hays has enabled Rill to focus solely on his research and speed up completion of his 

dissertation. He went to Japan earlier this year without a grant, and worked as an English teacher to support 
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himself. 

"I do not regret staying here in Japan," Rill said, "for had I gone home, I would not be where I am now in my 

work. 

"Yet it pains me greatly inside, and my heart must heal. My father's death has transformed both me and my 

work, making this research not only academic, but also a personal quest to honor my father." 
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wr1967 wrote:

He already [did] thank 'his' god (small case 'g.) 
8/11/2009 7:26:17 AM 
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LarryWalters wrote:

Nice work Brian Rill. 
Make your father proud. 
 
And thank you for not thanking god, and for not saying you couldn't get through this 
without god. 
Your father taught you some important lessons. 
Make him proud. 
8/11/2009 6:37:30 AM 
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