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Maureen Murphy, mother of Lt. Michael Murphy (Iower nght), cries as she holds the Medal of
Honor posthumously awarded to her son on Monday for his actions in Afghanistan.

Lt. Michael Murphy
gave his life in-

Afghanistan in a bid to -

save his comrades

By Devlin Barrett '

Assomated Press o

WASHINGTON —Shotinthe’

beck making a desperate call

- for help for his men trapped on
 the side of an Afghanistan cliff,
' Lt.Michael Murphy heard help |

was on the way, and said sim-
ply: “Rog;er that, sir. Thank
you.” .

The 29«year—-old Navy SEAL
from Patchogue, N.Y,, gave his

* life in order to. make that call,

puttinghimselfin a position ex-

posed to enemy firebut the only -
one in whrch he could get a sig- -

nal.

That selﬂess actwas honored |
- Monday by President Bush at

-~ the White House, where he pre-

- sented Murphy’s parents with

the Medal of Honor — the na-

tion’s highest military award -
for valor, and the first given for

‘combat in Afghanistan.

-+ Moments before the emo-
tional ceremony; Murphy S par-

ents'gave Bush a gold dog tag

with their son’s name and im-

.- -Murphy.

‘everybody’s part,”
reen Murphy. = -
Bush pralsed thelr son’s

age on.it.

“What we were most touched |
by was that the president im-

mediately. put that on under-
neath his shirt, and when he

- made the presentation of the
- Medal of Honor, he wore that

against his chest, ” sald Dan

After the ceremony,

The father, who fought back
tears during the ceremony, said

they were “deeply moved” by

Bush’s gesture:
“It was very emotlonal on
sald Mau_-

battlefield decision as typ ical of

someone who, even as a boy,

was devoted to others.

“While their missions were
often carried out in- secrecy;
their love of country and devo-
tion to each other was always .

clear,” Bush said.

“On June 28, 2005, .Mlchaelt
would give hlS life for these -

ideals.” -
Murphy’s parents both cr1ed

. at points in the ceremony as
_they stood next to the pres1dent
and listened as their son’s hero--
ism was recounted. Vice Presi- -

dent Dick Cheney also at-

Dan
-Murphy said, Bush told the
family, “I was inspired by hav-
“ing Michael next to my chest.”

“tended, as did a handful of past

Medal of Honor recipients.
“There’salot of awards in the

military, but when you see a

Medal of Honor, you know

whatever they went through i is -

pretty horrible. You don’t con-
gratulate anyone when you see

it,” said Marcus Luttrell, the
lone member of Murphy’s team

tosurvive the ﬁreﬁght Wrth the

Taliban. -
Murphy; Luttre]l and two.

other SEALs were searching
for an insurgent when their
mission was compromised af-
ter they ‘were spotted by Af-

‘ghans, who presumably alerted -
the Taliban to their presence.
- An intense gun battle en-

sued, with more than 50 ant1—co-
alition fighters

around the four SEALs. -
Although wounded, Murphy

iscredited Wlth rlskmg hisown.
life by moving into the open for

‘a better position to transmit a
call for help. -

‘Still under five, Murphy pro-
vided his unit’s location and
the size of the enemy force. At
one point he was shot in the
back, causing him to drop the
mobile phone. Murphy picked
it back up. and completed the
cal. = .

-He then returned to his cover
position with his men.and con-

swarming

us. Navy photo .

!

tmued the battle A US. he11-

copter sent to rescue the men
was hit by a rocket-propelled
grenade, killing all 16 aboard. It -
was the worst single day death
toll for U.S. Iorces m Afghani-
stan.

By :the end of the two-hour

- gunfight, Murphy and two of

his comrades were also dead.

An estimated 35 Taliban mili- .

tants were also killed. ‘Luttrell

‘was blown over a ridge and .

knocked unconscious. ‘He és-
caped, and was protected by vil-

lagers for several days before

he was rescued.

Murphy is the fourth Navy
SEALto earn the award and the
first since the Vietnam War.
Two Medals of Honor have been

~awarded posthumously in the

Iraq war: to Marine Cpl. Jason
Dunham, who was Kkilled in:
2004 after covering a grenade
with his helmet, and to Army
Sgt. lst Class Paul R. Smith,
who was killed in 2003 after

-holding off Iraqi forces with a

machine gun at the Baehdad
airport.



